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Smart designs clear the clutter
from entryways, stairs,
kitchens and bedrooms

BY JOANMNE KELLAR BOUKNIGHT

othing separates a great home from a good one like plentful,

N thoughtfully desipned storage, Good storage not only holds our

worldly goods, it alwo lets us live more organized lives. Just con-

sider how much better it would be o take the time spent looking for mis-
placed souff and 1o spend it on family.

There’s certainly no single way to achieve storage Zen, but some basic
guidelines can help to clear the path to good storage. The first step is al-
ways to get rid of everything you don't really need or love. This step makes
room to design storage specifically for those ebqects you can't live withour,
and then some.

Ideally, storage-space design takes into account the habits of the people
whose lives it will organize beeanse what's right for one Fimily won't nec-
essarily be right for another, For builders and remodelers, this means talk-
ing to homeowners about their habats and priorities. For vour own house,
the first track to efficient storage is to look at how you store things and list
what works, what doesn't and why. Can you find your keys every morn-
ing# Can you find once-a-year decorations quickly when the time comes?
Are you tripping over boots and bricfeases near the front door?

A mudroom with an adjacent lawndry and an extra bathroom may be
the perfect antidote o a family's entryway chaos, and a walk-in closetor
dressing room makes better use of space than a huge bedroom filled with
furniture, And even a small pantry can allow a kitchen to function more
efficiently without clutter.

Before settling on how 1o store your possessions, consider how often
you'll use them. Daily use calls for different strategics than annual use.
Car keys, newspapers, backpacks and bath towels should be within arm’s
reach but shouldn't clutter countertops. Seasonal clothing or holiday or-
naments are dormant for months ata dme; so although they should be ac-
ecsuble, they needn't be at hand.

Storage can be improved by the smallest of changes or by the biggest of
commitments, from the addition of a few shelves to the acd:dition of anen-
tire mudroam, depending on the time, money, space and thought bed-
greted for the project. An existing home can become more efficient simply
with the additon of a few hooks and pegs. Cabiners and closets can be re-
configured, and shelves can be added to unused wall space, Square footape
miay not be available For additional sterage, but you're bound o find space
somewhere that can be berter designed. Even small changes can make a
big difference. o

Joanna Eallar Bouknight Is an author and an architect in Cos
Cob, Cannecticut.
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Bedrooms

I .ik.l.- rl'lt" L\. i1f|'||.'|:l ]u“lr:f |I'|.'|.t |.5-| rtl.ll]i.rt:l b
contain ten brands cach of cereal, cookies and
soup, today™s closet has w accommodare a
colossal variety of clothing.

The hean of storage in bedrooms is the clos-
et, be it the standard 2-fi. deep wall closet or
a roomesize walk-in. In either event, closst
space goes a lot further if properly outfined
with shelving, hooks, rods and cubbics de-
signed to fic the clothes chat chey store. (See
“Churfiming a Clothes Closet,” FHE #124,
pp. 106=113.3

[yawer storage is best for small items such
as limgerie, underwear, socks, swimsoits amd
exercise clothes, Sweaters nnd knit shirts can
go in drawers, but they are easier o see and
access on shelves, 10%s berter wo space shelves
closely for folded items than oo build a lean-
img vower of swearers, Count and measure
everyt |'.i||q_r. 1I.'|:||.1'|.| he kﬂ'pingnmﬂ hutld in ex-
tra space for sdding clothes,

Most clothes are best stored hanging, so the
more |:I'|:l|i.'!. the better: bath hi]l.ﬁll!’. ]:-cﬂr:ﬁ for
coats and dresses, and double poles for short-
cr items. Short spans for each type of clothing
“":H'l‘: I:':l.l.l:r !]Lﬂ:l |1:Ii.:'ﬂ.rlﬂ C\'fr'ﬁ'!hi:lé‘_ Ll ]
|-e:|npl |:-c:-]r. Fohes, towels, waork shirts, beles
and scarves work well on pegs.






