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Dwellings | Story by Jeimie Epsbein

Santiago Suarez is a man whe craves challenge,

2 knight errant, if you will, whose expleits are in the
realm of the intellectual and artistic. His wife, Bannir,
has been his game companion and adventurer in kind
since they met in college in the late "Sos, Three years
ago they set out on a quest Lo downsize from their con:
verted raiged ranch in Greenwich, Conmectleut, which,
with their three sons grown and gone, had become too
emply feeling. Having commauted to his Alm studio

11 Manhattan for more than 2o vears (Santiago directs
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Phodes by Juliana Sehn

wizually kimctbe commerctals for the likes of Gilletie,
Life Savers, and Bellogg's), Santiage had become attract:
cd to the idea of clean, modem loft living, something
“cool, mayie a littke Spasan.” bt he dids™ wan to leave
Greenwich. Less than an hour from the city by train

or car, Greenwich might as well be another country en-
tirely: It roams and rambles where the city contracts
and tapers; it sprawls horizontally where the city funncls
wvertically; homes in Greenwich seem 1o be moated by
cnough greenery te landscape a neighborhood park in e

Thi Gauds-inigired sleeple
b and sushi Bas-ingpired
[roent door suggpest that the
Suanez bama [oppeodibe), &
farmer Baptist church, is not
your it ipe bwo-bedroom,
Ewaebath suburban mggidengg,
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Dwellings

That howige i a0 muek & woik
of art a2 a showscase for it The
Suareres e exthok in ihi
Eiiled: They buy for love net
iresimend, e collechon

a mix of Bsgh and low, 1n Eh
ferper, prints and drawings
acquired over the coimsn of
Bhirir world travels Fang akorg
the atlenuaiicd S-curme of 1hi
wall oppetile tha froed docr
Lrightlk. O the maniel above
Ehi BrdfEladd (Balowl, § Warhad
collage Is surrounded by

a papigi-rmishl sculpluing

af no wpecial provenance,

a Vigliaturo glass piees, and

a Picasas plale,

the riI:.' In short, 11152 r:':.'l:':lin;_;'l:'.n Spartan.

Aftera year ab seanching far the im passLhle, Santiaga
tripped over an ad in the lecal newspaper —Church
for Salel*—went 1o the open howse “out of curiosity.”
anel bowght the 1gth century structure, once home Lo

a Baprbst congregation, the next day. Oaly then did he
start thinking abowt what e do with it He spent a year
perusing architect portfolios, even interviewing Zaha
Hadid {alas. the job was too small), and ::\-':'.Iir:.__l the
Internet There be found the bushand-and-wife team
of Alan Organschi and Lisa Gray. The firm's office in
am indusirial building in New Haven demonstraied the
sort of adapiive reuse the Suarezes had in mind, and
when they saw Gray Grganschi®s transformation of

a firehowse inte a café and bar cum music studio cum
apartment, they were sold.

They
Santi.” save Gray, whose approach s ot to sebuild slay-
tihly but to save what is original and great and stabilize
ing it back 1o life.” The church had
been decommissioned almast 30 years ago and rens

wiere lucky to have an “open-minded client like

the serpcture, “to |

vated in haphazard, do-it-yawrself hippie style, the celes
tial wakces of the choir having lang been drowned out
B Icg

o the -.'-.'.rl:':lI'_,' harmonies of Crashy

Seills, Nash & Young,
the pews supplanted by shag carpet, and the sacrament
replaced with the smell af, um, burning rope. Finding
4 way for the structure's leonle form to communicate
wikh its CORnTEm PoraTy function was a |:Z'|.1I‘.|,-113|_'_ b say
The |easq.

By the time Gray Ox
already been gutted, The Suarezes had wanted 1o 1ake
17 down e ibs Tibks to prevent fukure surprises, <o the

architects could see exactly what they would be working

ganschi saw the space, it had

with. The interior design was “meant to work as 2 coun
terpoint to the very simple, dignbfied, histarie building”
that serves as its envelope, Gray says, 1o be distinctly
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With iR Peeg-Toabing birch
pead defising the space, and
the maiiiee Menelian chandy-
lier accentualing e velurme,
this grealk rsssm (Sppasite] i,
indend, preat. The Swareres
wanbed Ehe IBing anéa 1o be a
place where the famly could
e 32 Lifrind] irecliviel Liaily wikala
slill together. Bannie works

i (he ltchem (Spgaale] while
Santiaps (seated on an IKES
couch berrowed fom one

of heir iend watil ey Bod
soemething else) works on

Thi eampiber,
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Tt Mot Lafgrny Gadbiry in
Beocldyn's DUMED neighle-
a3 i @ lavaiiio haant for
Bonade and Sandlago. That's
whsprg they Poursd The MoniLi
phategraph (=il exciling,”
Saenlapps gayd, “a oden me-
rmenk i time™) and colfes
ke compoted of traffic sigma
(bedoml. The painting on B
fanding of the staies iesding
B e pueril podemi [SEEaalte)
I jae-abone Fired, Santisgs
wad eipecially stnack by e
imcoegpruity of & Niw Englasd
sl employing such boplcal,
Cryigpoes-like colsr,

Dwellings

Suarer Residence
Section

& Enlry

B KifePan

G Dirsng Arca
D Living Area
E Nudmoos

F Gzt Basdroomn
G Closet
W ayiee Badsoom

hovering where the chair loft stoed silent as parish
ioners entered the chanch. Respecting the old while
trandlating it into the new dovelails with the Saarezes’
aesthetis, which i3 all aboat '|'|.|:|'.'i|'|I the bwo, :_;-.i;||:
G geRie "l"!-llrll."l anether: a chotr lolt becomes a
master bedreom and baths the impoctance of “purney,”
whether spiritual or physical, plays out in the ribhoning
of the stairs; the old basement kitchen |'|-.l:_:!‘.1- il
SOTAEE AT -\.-l-\.-l."'ll.lu'. {acilinies (because, Bonnie 5 15,

*I didm’t want to go down toa bogeyman batement™)
The bouate ks, in the end, =all bits and PIRCEs, '"‘-'“”-'-"F"
says, spliced together like ane of his eye-popping 1ele
vision commercials

hat bits and picoes? A Venctian chandelier as
ight a3 a plaret provides the great nopm's cen
ter of gravity (or, rather, center of whimsyl Deco scroens
from a movic theater flank the klichen: wme of
glass cirches were duplicated by a glass blower for door
5, SCulp
tares, amd P !‘.l’.-l-’:-br.]r-.. are scantered around the house
deliberately, but a5 casually as 2 ¢hild's toys, althouph

Bulw

|:,|._-| are] B

heir

panelsin the passagewayvs apposite, Fainting

damse prived pleces remained in hiberatbon for awhile,
e woken loon

Suarenes fownd the Fig ht place for them. Youw would think

wakting s 1 their slumber when the

that wath 2o feet of vertical wall Space, hanging art

would be 2 cinch, bue irs just the apposite, <0 Bonnie

and Samuiapo ook their time, perching a Aasthew Rol

Han photepraph bere, saging a cluiter of doball-plass
*bamboo” canes there, The I'|'1_-p|._':_|,' will. where the
chunch's altar once presided, & a snapshot of g
ecleitic wision that has directed the process: Neapalitan
hll‘-!!'- ) is Lhie Backdeop for a Warkol collyge of Marilvn
Monres, an inexpensive papier-miché seulpiure, 2

Vigliaturo glass piece from

¢ arching

the gallery In Wenboe where
the chandelier and bamboo canes came from, and
a Picaszo plate. =
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Thee window Bsssde the bub

i Rhe sadfer balhreom [rightd
peers ower Ehe Bving space

B it Anid pihaagd Ehi dbinliks
cpaality of the pod, which alss
conlaing e masher beds o
Laghts mminiscenl of podholes
and mahogany walls deepen
thi Tegling of Baing on &n
QM CPUISE.

The Swarezes are also taking their time with the

. \ . - .
kirchen, perhaps becawse i is a sacred space for Bonnie,

¢ DUMBO section of Brogklyn, wlhers

.'I.I -.'!:Il\.'l.' SLELS I vie. horn :'-'\-'.:.'IIL' .!'\-!.Iil.l Bd :"\-I-I:' |||. :il.lil'll.'

|'.1'i|': Ehe (o TS AT COnsLrdc ;-__! with

atop a fou

o F [ L S
Speed-Rail, a s i fittings that cam be

£ camera 1o,

ussd to b
Y. the side of a car to shaat the action within. apied
Rail also frames the pesso-topped din Be.
(¥es, Ee5Ed, the stuff Renaissance patnters slathered on
n eating on that thing for ten

FIOMETE

wind panels) "[ve k
YEars,” Santiapo says

startied as a personal quest by

1, Lo B e xcitied,” A% Santa
i short, to have thel
milar efect on those tou

B ]k I_l_'.'l-_'! alft | |l."‘\-" }

meingls hlown=has had as

|-:.' the project. Ted Whitten, an early project architect,

consecrated the Suarezes” new home by |

wedding there Before the job was done, wi
like industrial party decoration

tractars |

ned a thing or twee T

anything non-colanial—whal, e molding te hide mis

takes?—hardly surprising given the traditional nature

of architecture in conservative, cenburies-ald Greenwich
kel =i

i = - !
La dMarce] Duchamp, the church has become a ke

And with 15 sle ling on the front lawn a

town curiosity—the Suarezes, only just moved in,

have aleeady been PRI hied by wiozld-be by

It ks debmately betn = inp

church, for the towr
Santiago Suarcz—but the jou
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The Subiebid apled R & cofy
bedroom with beauliful delails,
ald and new—luglious maksg-
any behind the bed, Baier
Tabiles bedade if, Tha long bodss
overtasd replaced the arginal,
Bl derillsr Bgami abowe it ane
authentic {below]). The family
walheirs o whal i4, Tor fow, &
poilape-stamp-size back porch
oppeaste]. The subdsor (pace
will be revisited later, Bl this
odind el N0l pbul pandening,”
Canliaps sapi. Litthe By little.
e and Bomnbe plan bo replace
Thiy grieks wilh lowm-mainlenance
pachysandia, perbaps teracing
il with & raad Bo Wersailles-

art, arl everywiere.
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